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agree to that monitoring before grant
funds are awarded.

(c) The grantee must certify that the
grant funds and services will not be
used for ineligible purposes. Specifi-
cally, grant funds and services may not
be used to:

(1) Duplicate or replace current serv-
ices; however, grant funds may be used
to expand the level of effort or service
beyond what is currently being pro-
vided;

(2) Pay costs of preparing the appli-
cation for funding under VPA-HIP;

(3) Pay costs of the project incurred
prior to the date of grant approval;

(4) Fund political activities;

(5) Pay any judgment or debt owed to
the United States;

(6) Pay for the design, repair, reha-
bilitation, acquisition, or construction
of a building or facility (including a
processing facility);

(7) Purchase, rent or pay for the in-
stallation of fixed equipment, other
than property identification signs;

(8) Pay for the repair of privately
owned vehicles; or

(9) Pay for research and development
not directly related to quantifying the
performance of VPA-HIP lands en-
rolled with funding from VPA-HIP.

(d) Grant agreements under this part
will be for a term of up to 3 years.

(e) Grantees that are States will have
the grant amount reduced by 25 per-
cent if opening dates for migratory
bird hunting in the State are not con-
sistent for residents and non-residents.
This paragraph does not apply to
grantees that are Tribal governments.

(f) Failure of the grantee to execute a
grant agreement in a timely fashion, as
determined by the CCC, will be con-
strued to be a withdrawal from VPA-
HIP.

§1455.30 Reporting requirements.

(a) Grantees must provide the fol-
lowing to FSA:

(1) A “Financial Status Report” list-
ing expenditures according to agreed
upon budget categories, on a periodic
basis as specified in the grant docu-
ment.

(2) Annual performance reports that
compare accomplishments to the objec-
tives stated in the application, and
that also:

§1455.31

(i) Identify all tasks completed to
date and provide documentation sup-
porting the reported results;

(ii) If the original schedule provided
in the work plan is not being met, the
report must discuss the problems or
delays that may affect completion of
the project;

(iii) List objectives for the next re-
porting period; and

(iv) Discuss compliance with any spe-
cial conditions on the use of award
funds. Reports are due as provided in
paragraph (a)(1) of this section.

(3) Final project performance reports,
inclusive of supporting documentation.
The final performance report is due
within 90 days of the completion of the
project.

(b) All reports submitted to the
Agency will be held in confidence to
the extent permitted by law.

§1455.31 Miscellaneous.

(a) Inspection. Grantees must permit
periodic inspection of the program op-
erations by a CCC representative, as
determined by CCC.

(b) Performance evaluation. CCC will
incorporate performance criteria in
grant award documentation and will
regularly evaluate the progress and
performance of grant awardees.

(c) Suspend, terminate, or require re-
fund. CCC may elect to suspend or ter-
minate a grant in all or part, or fund-
ing of a particular workplan activity,
and require refund of part or all of the
grant, with interest, where CCC has de-
termined:

(1) That the grantee or subrecipient
of grant funds has demonstrated insuf-
ficient progress in complying with the
terms of the grant agreement;

(2) The opening dates for migratory
bird hunting in a State have been
changed so as to be not consistent for
residents and non-residents during the
term of the grant;

(3) There is reasonable evidence that
shows joint funding has not been or
will not be forthcoming on a timely
basis; or

(4) Such other cause as CCC identifies
in writing to the grantee based on rea-
sonable evidence (including but not
limited to the use of Federal grant
funds for ineligible purposes).
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(d) Advance or reimbursement. Grant-
ees must use the request for advance or
reimbursement form, which will be
provided by CCC, to request advances
or reimbursements;

(e) Appeals. Appeals will be handled
according to 7 CFR parts 11 and 780.

(f) Environmental review. All grants
made under this subpart are subject to
the requirements of 7 CFR part 799.

Applicants for grant funds must con-
sider and document within their plans
the important environmental factors
within the planning area and the po-
tential environmental impacts of the
plan on the planning area, as well as
the alternative planning strategies
that were reviewed.

(g) Civil rights. CCC prohibits dis-
crimination in all its programs and ac-
tivities on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual
orientation, genetic information, polit-
ical beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a
part of an individual’s income is de-
rived from any public assistance pro-
gram. VPA-HIP will also be adminis-
tered in accordance with all other ap-
plicable civil rights law.

(h) Other USDA regulations. The grant
program under this part is subject to
the provisions of the following regula-
tions, as applicable:

(1) 7 CFR part 3015, Uniform Federal
Assistance Regulations;

(2) 7T CFR part 3016, Uniform Adminis-
trative Requirements for Grants and
Cooperative Agreements to State and
Local Governments;

(3) 7 CFR part 3017, Governmentwide
Debarment and Suspension (non-
procurement) and Governmentwide Re-
quirements for Drug-Free Workplace
(Grants);

(4) 7 CFR part 3018, New Restrictions
on Lobbying;

(5) 7T CFR part 3019, Uniform Adminis-
trative Requirements for Grants and
Agreements with Institutions of Higher
Education, Hospitals and Other Non-
profit Organizations; and

(6) T CFR part 3052, Audits of States,
Local Governments and Non-profit Or-
ganizations.

(i) Audit. Grantees must comply with
the audit requirements of 7 CFR part
3052. The audit requirements apply to

7 CFR Ch. XIV (1-1-11 Edition)

the years in which grant funds are re-
ceived and years in which work is ac-
complished using grant funds.

(j) Change in scope or objectives. The
Grantee must obtain prior approval
from FSA for any change to the scope
or objectives of the approved project.
Failure to obtain prior approval of
changes to the scope of work or budget
may result in suspension, termination,
or recovery of grant funds.

(k) Exceptions. CCC may, in indi-
vidual cases, make an exception to any
requirement or provision of this part,
provided that any such exception is not
inconsistent with any applicable law or
opinion of the Comptroller General,
and provided further, that CCC deter-
mines that the application of the re-
quirement or provision would adversely
affect the Federal Government’s inter-
est.

(1) Enforcement and refunds; liens and
schemes or devices. Grantees must com-
ply with all conditions of the grant and
any monies not spent or improperly
spent must be returned immediately
with interest to run at the normal rate
for CCC obligations. Interest charges
will be computed from the date of the
CCC disbursement. Grantees must in-
sure that parties that receive funds
from the grantee comply with the
grantee’s application and return funds
made available by the grantee where
there is no such compliance. Any
scheme or device to avoid any limits of
this part will be considered to be a pro-
gram violation with respect to any
grant to which that scheme or device is
related. Grant funds will be made
available to the States or Tribes that
are grantees under this part without
regard to the claims of others, unless
CCC determines otherwise.

PART 1463—2005-2014 TOBACCO
TRANSITION PROGRAM

Subpart A—Tobacco Transition
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